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The Regional Conservation Partnership Innovation Fund 

A Program of the Jessie B. Cox Charitable Trust 

 
 
The New England Conservation Imperative 

New England is in a remarkable time of challenge, transition – and opportunity. The region has 
extraordinary natural resources that are invaluable to both wildlife and people. Our 33 million acres of 
forests and other natural habitats clean our water, shelter our rich array of biodiversity, provide flood 
resilience during severe weather events, and mitigate climate change through carbon sequestration and 
storage. These lands also provide billions of dollars to the regional economy from tourism, recreation, 
and forest management, and provide local communities with healthy outdoor recreation, local wood, 
fuel, jobs, and more. These lands represent the natural infrastructure we cannot live without.  We must 
protect New England’s vital natural heritage to sustain us today and the many generations that follow. 

The ecological fabric of the region is under attack from the dual threats of increasing development and 
global warming. Although New England is the most forested region in the country, it is also facing some of 
the most severe development pressures as part of the highly populated Northeast. The 2010 report, 
Wildlands and Woodlands: A Vision for New England, (W&W) documented that every state in the region 
is now losing forested habitat on a net annual basis and called for doubling the current pace of 
conservation to reverse this trend. The Nature Conservancy and many leading scientists have also called 
for conserving climate-resilient land, core habitats, and regional connectivity in order to provide the best 
chance of withstanding the unpredictable changes ahead.   
 
 
The Role of Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs) 

More than 80 percent of New England is in private hands, much of it in small family ownerships. New 
England launched the original land trust movement as an effective strategy primarily to help local 
residents and landowners conserve individual parcels of land. As ecological awareness grew, land 
trust/agency partnerships emerged to protect larger or connected parcels. In the 1990s, land trusts 
started establishing ongoing collaborations to move beyond “random acts of conservation” and protect 
larger landscapes and whole ecological systems.  These longer term collaborations often included town 
leaders, state and federal agencies, academic institutions, conservation organizations, and others. Using 
tools like geographic information systems and raising dollars together, they moved beyond opportunism 
to achieve effective land protection of whole landscapes based on shared, strategic, and long-term 
conservation priorities.  
 
Today we call these conservation collaboratives Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs).  In the 1990s, 
there were four RCPs in New England and today there are 39, covering more than 60% of our regional 
landscape.  This innovative form of conservation—collaborative, enduring, locally grounded, and 
regionally effective -- is an imperative conservation strategy for New England and indeed beyond: 
 
“RCPs in New England are at the forefront of how conservation needs to be, and is going to be, done 
nationally and globally: across organizations, across sectors, across disciplines, through networks.  RCPs 
are the future: whole system collaborative conservation and collective impact.”  Dr. Gary Tabor, Director 
of the Center for Large Landscape Conservation, Bozeman, Montana. 
 
For further information:  “What are RCPs?”, RCP Network website, and RCP Network Map 
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The Regional Conservation Partnership Innovation Fund 

The Cox Trust is launching the Regional Conservation Partnership Innovation Fund to support Regional 
Conservation Partnerships (RCPs) and the collaborative conservation that they are achieving across an 
increasing percentage of the New England landscape. These partnerships are uniquely positioned to 
accelerate land conservation efforts across the region. With sufficient funding for capacity building and 
land conservation transactions, we believe this innovative new form of conservation will play a major role 
in conserving the natural heritage of New England. The RCP Innovation Fund will invest $1 million in RCP 
conservation and capacity from 2015 – 2017.  
 
The focus of the Cox Trust Environmental Program has always been conservation of the rich natural 
heritage of New England and the RCP Innovation Fund is no exception. The two associated grant programs 
focus on conservation of “ecologically significant lands,” which we define for purposes of this program as 
follows: 

Ecologically significant lands are lands that 1) are identified in the RCP's conservation 
plan/map as natural resource protection priorities (generally the focal areas); and/or 2) lands 
that contribute to the long-term ecological health and integrity of the RCP region, including but 
not limited to: large undisturbed core areas, lands that provide habitat connectivity or buffer 
existing protected lands, watershed protection lands, places of special ecological significance 
(e.g., rare plants or animals, old growth, significant natural communities), migration corridors, 
trail corridors and other natural areas of recreational/educational/cultural/scientific 
importance, and lands that are likely to prove resilient to climate change or to mitigate 
climate change through carbon sequestration and storage or flood control. 

The Cox Trust believes that we must dramatically increase the pace and scale of New England 
conservation and that Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs) represent an important strategy to 
accomplish this goal. There are two grant programs associated with this three-year initiative:  

 
Program Overview:   

1. The RCP Innovation Grant Program will provide grants of up to $20,000 to increase the capacity of 
eligible RCPs to achieve effective and enduring conservation of ecologically significant lands.   
 

2. The RCP Donated Land and Easement Grant Program will provide grants of up to $100,000 to help 
eligible RCPs implement a competitive grants program. Each grant program will then cover the 
transaction costs associated with the donation of conservation easement and fee simple lands in RCP 
conservation plan focal areas.    

 
Eligibility Criteria: 

Eligibility requirements are very specific; please read them thoroughly here before applying to either 
program.  Grantees may reapply to either program during the three-year period of this initiative.  
Applicants are generally not encouraged to apply to both programs at the same time, and should discuss 
in advance with the Program Officer before doing so.  
 
Deadlines: 

1. RCP Innovation Grant Program:  Grant proposals are due by 6 pm on February 20, 2015.  There is no 
pre-proposal requirement.  



1/2/2015 

 

2. Donated Land and Easement Grant Program:  Pre-proposals are due by 6 pm on February 20, 2015. 
Full proposals will be by invitation only and will be due by 6 pm on April 15, 2015. 

 
 
Full Program Descriptions 

Please see complete grant program descriptions here: 
 
RCP Innovation Grant Program 
 
RCP Donated Land and Easement Grant Program  
 
To Apply: 

Please note that all Applicants must use our online application form. 
Apply for an RCP Innovation Grant here. 
Pre-apply for an RCP Donated Land and Easement Grant here. 
 
Contacts: 

Prentice Zinn, Program Officer 
617-391-3091 
pzinn@gmafoundations.com 
 
Katy Fyrberg, Foundation Assistant 
617-391-3094 
kfyrberg@gmafoundations.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kfyrberg@gmafoundations.com
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Donated Land and Easement Grant Program  
 

Following is the Program Description for the RCP Donated Land and Easement Grant Program.  You may 
read about the RCP Innovation Grant Program here. 
  
You may return to the Program homepage overview of the two grant programs and current deadlines and 
application procedures here.  
 

Please read the Eligibility requirements carefully here and the Program Criteria below before applying. 
 
Background:   
 

The Donated Land and Easement Grant Program will provide capital to cover the transaction costs 
associated with the donation of conservation easements and fee simple lands of ecological significance.  
With more than 80 percent of New England in private hands, the future of the regional landscape 
depends, in large part, on the willingness of individual and family landowners to conserve their land.  
Many owners are interested in protecting their land and are willing to donate a conservation easement in 
order to ensure its conservation in perpetuity.  In some cases, owners are even willing to donate the land 
outright (“fee simple”). Many people consider low- and no-cost easements and fee simple land 
acquisitions (versus raising the considerable capital necessary to purchase them) the “low hanging fruit” 
of regional conservation and an area ripe for additional success.   
 
However, a major hurdle exists: many landowners cannot afford or are unwilling to cover the associated 
transaction costs, including appraisals, surveys, title searches, closing costs, etc., which can often exceed 
more than $20,000. In many cases, the inability to cover these transaction costs has prevented priority 
projects from being completed. A handful of RCPs (and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts) have 
launched transaction cost funds and results have been very promising - achieving significant conservation 
gains and returns on investment of up to 25:1.  Launching an RCP Donated Land and Easement 
Competitive Grant Program for their land trust and town partners will help RCPs conserve ecologically 
significant lands, build momentum for an enduring program, and encourage a culture of conservation 
across the RCP region. 

Program:   
 

The Donated Land and Easement Grant Program will support the transaction costs required to secure 
donated (and low-cost) conservation easements and fee simple lands identified in the RCP’s conservation 
plan/map focal areas.    
 
The Funding will be distributed by the RCP in a carefully constructed competitive grants process to land 
trust and town partners who have eligible projects. The RCP will provide the staffing and other funding 
necessary to develop and implement the competitive grants program.  

In Year One, the Cox Trust will award two (2) pilot grants of $50,000 to $100,000. The RCP will set up a 
competitive grants program and start awarding funding per its guidelines to land trusts and towns for the 
transaction costs associated with eligible and timely projects. 

A priority goal is to create new examples of effective transaction cost grant programs, and selected RCPs 
are encouraged to re-apply for additional funding contingent upon successful program implementation 
and demonstrated need.   

Due to the complexities of programmatic needs assessment and development, a pre-proposal application 
is required. Only invited Applicants will advance to the proposal stage.  The Cox Trust will work closely 
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with chosen Applicants on the development of their full proposals, from which final grantees will be 
selected.  

Eligibility: 
 

Please read the Eligibility requirements carefully here before applying. 
 
Criteria: 
 

1. Indication that there is tangible and broad-based landowner interest in donating land and 
easements to land trusts or towns in the conservation plan focus areas of the RCP. E.g., provide a 
pipeline flow/transaction list showing properties, acreages, and estimated timeframes; submit 
support letters from land trusts and/or towns that confirm the need. Include estimates of how 
many landowners might be interested, and what the timing of such transactions might be.    

2. Capacity (staff resources, time, etc….) to set-up and administer a competitive grants program for 
the land trusts and towns within the RCP’s conservation focal areas. 

3. Willingness to launch and administer a donated land and easement grant program within the 
following framework: 

 The program can dedicate up to $20,000 for direct transaction costs for each project. These 
costs can include: procurement of surveys, appraisals and appraisal reviews; attorney 
services to applicant related to the acquisition of easements; title searches, closing services, 
deed preparation, baseline documentation, easement and land recording, and other 
professional services.  

 Although the intent of the program is to incentivize full donation of fee simple lands and 
conservation easements, monies may be used, if the RCP chooses, to cover transaction costs 
where the landowner donates a minimum of 50% of the appraised value of the land or 
conservation easement. 

 The program cannot be used to acquire direct real estate interests in land or cover 
stewardship costs.  

 The program should be constructed in a way that incentivizes partner funding (e.g., matching 
requirements from the applicants) and optimizes ecological gain (e.g., minimal acreage 
requirement, ecological prioritization criteria). 

 Conservation easements must be placed on the acquired lands that permanently protect 
natural resource values and prohibit activities that would be contrary to the primary 
easement purpose of ecologically significant land protection.  Well-managed farmlands, and 
timberlands may be protected under this program if identified as conservation plan focal 
areas or for their ecologically significant land values (e.g., habitat connectivity or forest 
carbon retention).  

 

The RCP Donated Land and Easement Program will also value:  

4. New programs over already established transaction cost programs, as an important Cox Trust 
goal is to create new models for successful application of this strategy. 

5. A demonstrated interest in continuing the program after completion of the Cox grant and/or 
leveraging this program to help develop new strategies to continue forward momentum on 
conservation of ecologically significant lands. 

 



1/2/2015 

 

RCP Innovation Grant Program 
 
Following is the Program Description for the RCP Innovation Grant Program.  You may read about the RCP 
Donated Land and Easement Grant Program here. 
  
You may return to the Program homepage overview of the two grant programs and current deadlines and 
application procedures here.  
 
Please read the Eligibility requirements carefully here and the Program Criteria below before applying. 
 

Background 
 
Although RCPs may vary in size and approach, research suggests that there are basic, key steps that 
virtually all successful RCPs take as they move from inception to conservation – or along the spectrum 
from “Emerging” to “Maturing” to “Conserving” RCPs. See 10 Steps to Effective and Enduring 
Collaborative Conservation: An Overview for Regional Conservation Partnerships, including the description of 
the three RCP stages of growth here.  
 
The biggest constraint to moving expeditiously along this spectrum of growth and achieving robust, 
meaningful, on-the-ground conservation at the scale of large landscapes is the capacity of the RCP to 
achieve key collaborative activities such as conservation planning, strategic action planning, landowner 
outreach, and capital campaign planning and implementation. The RCP Innovation Grant Program will 
provide capacity building grants to catalyze the transition of as many RCPs as possible from Maturing or 
early Conserving RCPs into high performing Conserving RCPs. This Program will support RCPs’ own efforts 
to develop the necessary organizational capacity and expertise to move quickly and strategically into 
active conservation of ecologically significant lands and to build durable organizations that conserve these 
lands at a greater pace and scale over time.  
 
Thirteen of the 39 RCPs are actively conserving land and have developed highly innovative strategies for 
engaging multiple stakeholders to identify, prioritize, and conserve ecologically significant lands.  And 
success begets success; many of the Conserving RCPs report that small amounts of early funding were 
leveraged for major RCP momentum and additional private and public conservation monies. Some RCPs 
have documented increasing the pace of conservation in their areas by 20 percent or more.  
 
Program:   

The RCP Innovation Grant Program will help RCPs address basic organizational challenges that limit their 
ability to grow as effective collaboratives or to achieve significant conservation gains.  Grants will focus on 
helping RCPs achieve the steps specifically identified as particularly important to advancing along the RCP 
continuum from “Maturing” to fully “Conserving.” These key steps include developing and/or 
implementing conservation priority plans, strategic action plans, landowner outreach projects in the focal 
areas, and capital campaigns.  

The RCP Innovation Grant Program will provide grants of up to $20,000 to increase the capacity of eligible 
RCPs to achieve effective and enduring conservation of ecologically significant lands.  
 
Grantees may re-apply to the program during the three-year Program period. 
  
Eligibility: 

Please read the Eligibility requirements carefully here before applying. 
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Criteria:   

1. Activities and products that will result in specific progress of “Maturing” and “Conserving” RCPs 
towards successful conservation of ecologically significant lands, such as development of:  

 conservation priority plan/map with focal areas;  

 strategic action plan;  

 landowner database and landowner outreach program for priority focal areas;  

 major fundraising proposal (e.g., Forest Legacy); and/or major coordinated or collaborative 
capital campaign for land acquisition that includes a compelling case statement, internal and 
external feasibility analysis, and donor outreach plan. 

2. Other innovative activities identified by the RCP that have a strong rationale for why and how 
they will tangibly catalyze the growth and capacity of the RCP and lead to conservation of 
ecologically significant lands. 
 

3. Maturing or Conserving RCP applications – with rare exceptions.  See here for more information 
on RCP Stages of Growth.  As a general rule, RCPs should have a clear mission, vision, and goals 
statement, a track record of regular in-person meetings, a host or lead partner organization(s), 
and a list of active and diverse partner organizations before applying for an RCP Innovation grant.  
A basic website is also viewed favorably. Emerging RCPs in most cases will find suitable resources 
and mentoring through participation in the RCP Network as they work toward the Maturing 
stage. The Cox Trust will consider applications from Emerging RCPs only if they can make a 
compelling case for why they should be considered and how they propose to move expeditiously 
towards conservation.  

 
The RCP Innovation Grant Program will also value: 
 
4. RCPs that have developed a robust collaborative structure and strong commitment to achieving 

ambitious conservation in both the short- and long-term.  

5. RCPs (Maturing and Conserving) that have marshaled social, political, and or financial capital that 
contributed to their current success.  

6. RCPs who demonstrate commitment and ability to follow through on project goals and how their 
proposed project will build momentum for significant conservation in the RCP region over time. 
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Application Process 
 

Eligibility  

Who may receive funding for the RCP Innovation Fund Program? 

 The RCP Innovation Fund is open to all Regional Conservation Partnerships in New England that 
are members of the RCP Network as depicted on the RCP Network map. See 
www.wildlandsandwoodlands.org/rcpnetwork.   

 The Applicant must be a United States 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that is the fiscal agent or 
host partner (recognized leading partner) for the RCP in question, and as such has the capacity to 
accept, administer, and report on the grant on behalf of its RCP partners. In a few instances, the 
Applicant may be the RCP itself.  

 Grantees are eligible to reapply to either program during the three-year period of this initiative.  
Applicants are generally not encouraged to apply to both programs at the same time, and should 
discuss in advance with the program officer before doing so.  

 Although we recognize that there are viable RCPs in the RCP Network based in New York, the Cox 
Trust does not fund projects outside of New England. 

 No other entities or organizations are eligible for this program.  Individuals may not apply.  

Additional Eligibility Requirements for the RCP Donated Land and Easement Grant Program  

 RCPs applying to the Donated Land and Easement Grant Program must have a science-informed 
conservation priorities plan/map with focal areas.  This will satisfy the Cox Trust requirement for 
a focus on ecologically significant lands and serve as a central organiziang principal for the RCP’s 
transaction cost competitive grants program.  

Who will be competitive for funding? 

1. Adherence to Program criteria. Applicants who read the grant materials thoroughly and whose 
projects strictly match the program criteria. 

2. Clear goals and objectives. Competitive projects will have clear conservation and organizational 
outcomes and a results orientation. 

3. Evidence of RCP-wide support. Applicants who submit support letters from RCP partners (four are 

allowed), or one support letter signed by multiple partners, or otherwise indicate widespread 

support for the project from members of the RCP. 

4. Conservation urgency and potential. The degree to which the RCP has the potential to achieve the 
permanent conservation of ecologically significant lands that are a high priority, strategically 
located, and/or large in acreage.  

5. Organizational urgency and commitment. Projects that increase the scale and pace of strategic 
conservation and strengthen the long-term collaboration of RCP partners and allies. 
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Application Deadlines and Procedures 
 
Deadlines 

1. RCP Innovation Grant Program: Grant proposals are due by 6 pm on February 20, 2015. There is 
no pre-proposal requirement.  

2. Donated Land and Easement Fund Grant Program: Pre-proposals are due by 6 pm on February 20, 
2015. Full proposals will be by invitation only and will be due by 6 pm on May 1st, 2015. 

 
To Apply 
Please note that all Applicants must use our online application form. 
 
Apply for an RCP Innovation Grant here. 
 
Pre-apply for an RCP Donated Land and Easement Grant here. 
 
Additional Application and Grantee Information 

The Cox Trust will offer at least one informational webinar in advance of the application deadline. 

A small voluntary Advisory Committee will meet twice a year to review proposals and progress and make 

recommendations to the Board of Directors of the Cox Trust. The committee will also participate in 

evaluative discussions to review progress of projects and refine the RCP Innovation Fund program as it 

evolves. 

We consider the RCP Innovation Fund an investment in both tangible conservation gains and in strategies 
that will create forward conservation momentum for individual RCPs and the RCP community as a whole.  
Successful applicants should be prepared to meet annually with the Cox Trust, Advisors, and other 
grantees to discuss project progress and additional strategies to accelerate collaborative conservation 
success in New England. 
 

Application 
 

Please access our online application process HERE. 

Contact Information: 

Prentice Zinn, Program Officer 
Jessie B. Cox Trust c/o GMA Foundations 
pzinn@gmafoundations.com 
617-426-7080 
 

If applicants have Administrative questions or problems with the online application please contact: 
 
Katy Fyrberg, Foundation Assistant 
kfyrberg@gmafoundations.com 
617-391-3094

mailto:kfyrberg@gmafoundations.com
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Frequently Asked Questions  

 
1. What are Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs)?  Regional Conservation Partnerships 

(RCPs) are generally informal networks of people representing private and public organizations, 

agencies, and other partners who collaborate over time to implement a shared conservation 

vision across town and sometime state or international boundaries. RCPs are established by 

individuals and organizations seeking to achieve greater conservation and stewardship objectives 

through coordination and teamwork than they could do on their own. Through collaboration of 

partners working with diverse skills and at different scales, RCPs are able to achieve enduring 

conservation that is both community-grounded and regionally significant. For purposes of this 

grant program, RCPs must be members of the RCP Network. For more information, see the RCP 

Network website, What are RCPs?, and 10 Steps to Effective and Enduring Collaborative 

Conservation:  An Overview for Regional Conservation Partnerships.  

2. How do I know if I am in a Regional Conservation Partnership?  We recognize that there is an 

increasing array of diverse collaborative conservation initiatives in New England, and not all of 

them identify themselves as Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs). For purposes of this 

funding program, however, only collaboratives that self-identify as RCPs and are members of the 

RCP Network (as determined by inclusion on the interactive RCP Network map) will be eligible to 

receive funding. This filter provides clear guidance for Applicants, targets funding for groups 

working in a similar manner, and encourages growth of the RCP Network, which serves to foster 

collaboration and peer exchange among its member groups. For further information about the 

RCP Network: wildlandsandwoodlands.org/rcpnetwork. 

3. What are the differences between Emerging, Maturing, and Conserving RCPs? The Highstead 

Foundation has researched and worked with RCPs across the region to determine key elements 

of effective and enduring collaborative conservation. One outcome of this analysis was the 

recognition that RCPs have three fundamental stages of development: Emerging, Maturing, and 

Conserving. Although approaches vary, analysis suggests there are common steps that 

characterize each stage of RCP growth. RCPs can learn from each other on how to proceed along 

their path to “Conserving.” For further information, please see 10 Steps to Effective and Enduring 

Collaborative Conservation:  An Overview for Regional Conservation Partnerships HERE. 

4. Are there any specific geographic priorities of the initiative? The Cox Trust does not fund 

projects outside of New England.  RCPs from all six New England states are eligible for this 

program, but applicants from regions with large core reserves of habitat, compelling 

conservation aggregation projects of many small parcels that achieve notable ecological gain, 

and/or existing habitat connectivity will have a competitive advantage over those that do not.   

5. Will the Cox Trust Program support new or start-up coalitions? RCPs applying to the RCP 
Innovation Fund Program must generally fit the description of a Maturing or Conserving RCP.  See 
here for more information on RCP Stages of Growth.  As a general rule, RCPs should have a clear 
mission, vision and goals statement, a track record of regular in-person meetings, a host or lead 
partner organization, and a list of active and diverse partner organizations before applying for an 
RCP Innovation grant. A basic website is also viewed favorably. This Program does not generally 
fund RCPs that are just starting out. However, the Cox Trust will consider RCP Innovation Grant 
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applications from Emerging RCPs if they can make a compelling case for why they should be 
considered and how they propose to move expeditiously towards conservation. Emerging RCPs in 
most cases will find suitable resources and mentoring through participation in the RCP Network 
as they work toward the Maturing stage.  

6. How much funding may I apply for and may I apply to both programs? The RCP Innovation 
Grant Program will provide grants of up to $20,000 to increase the capacity of eligible RCPs to 
achieve effective and enduring conservation of ecologically significant lands.  The RCP Donated 
Land and Easement Grant Program will provide grants of up to $100,000 to help eligible RCPs 
implement a competitive grants program to cover the transaction costs associated with the 
donation of conservation easement and fee simple lands in RCP conservation plan focal areas.   
Grantees may reapply to either program during the three-year period of this initiative. Applicants 
are generally not encouraged to apply to both programs at the same time, and should discuss in 
advance with the Program Officer before doing so.  
 

7. What are ecologically significant lands? The focus of the Cox Trust Environmental Program has 
always been conservation of the rich natural heritage of New England and the RCP Innovation 
Fund is no exception. The two associated grant programs focus on conservation of “ecologically 
significant lands,” which we define for purposes of this program as follows: 

Ecologically significant lands are lands that 1) are identified in the RCP's 
conservation plan/map as natural resource protection priorities (generally the 
focal areas); and/or 2) lands that contribute to the long-term ecological health 
and integrity of the RCP region, including but not limited to: large undisturbed 
core areas, lands that provide habitat connectivity or buffer existing protected 
lands, watershed protection lands, places of special ecological significance (e.g., 
rare plants or animals, old growth, significant natural communities), migration 
corridors, trail corridors and other natural areas of 
recreational/educational/cultural/scientific importance, and lands that are likely 
to prove resilient to climate change or to mitigate climate change through 
carbon sequestration and storage or flood control. 

8. Given the focus on ecologically significant lands, can I use Program funds to protect trail 

corridors, farmlands, and/or timbered land? Yes, if you so choose. The Donated Land and 

Easement Fund is focused on the lands your RCP has selected as conservation priority focal areas 

in a science-informed planning process. The Program’s definition of “ecologically significant 

lands” is intentionally flexible for both grant programs. Well-managed agricultural lands and 

timbered lands, for example, can have a number of the natural resource benefits identified in our 

definition, including habitat connectivity, cultural significance, and climate benefits such as forest 

carbon retention.    

9. Is there any connection between the Cox Trust Regional Conservation Partnership grant 
Program and the new Regional Conservation Partnership Program funded through the USDA 
Farm Bill?  No. Regional Conservation Partnerships (RCPs) have been working and expanding in 
New England for over twenty years. The Cox Trust Regional Conservation Partnership grant 
program is intended to support the development of RCPs and the RCP Network in New England. 
The name of the new Department of Agriculture program is also focused on collaborative 
conservation, but the identical name is just coincidence.   

 


